
Guitar Tales 1969-2000: A Journey Through
the Golden Age of Guitar Music
The guitar is one of the most iconic instruments in the world. It has been
used to create some of the most memorable music in history, and its sound
has been heard in countless movies, television shows, and commercials.
But how did the guitar become so popular? And what were some of the key
moments in its history?
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In his new book, Guitar Tales 1969-2000: A Journey Through the Golden
Age of Guitar Music, Pete Fisher tells the story of the guitar's rise to
prominence in the late 1960s and its continued dominance in the decades
that followed. Fisher, a lifelong guitar enthusiast and collector, has
interviewed some of the greatest guitarists of all time, including Eric
Clapton, Jimmy Page, Jeff Beck, and Jimi Hendrix. He also provides a
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detailed look at the guitars, amps, and effects that helped to shape the
sound of rock and roll.

Guitar Tales 1969-2000 is a must-read for any fan of guitar music. It is a
fascinating and informative look at one of the most important instruments in
the world.

The Birth of Rock and Roll

The guitar has been around for centuries, but it wasn't until the late 1960s
that it truly came into its own. The British Invasion of 1964 introduced
American audiences to a new sound, and the guitar was at the heart of it.
Bands like the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and the Who played with a raw
energy that had never been heard before. Their music was simple, but it
was also incredibly catchy, and it helped to create a new generation of
guitar heroes.

One of the most important figures in the British Invasion was Eric Clapton.
Clapton was a gifted guitarist who had already played with some of the
biggest names in British blues. But it was his work with Cream that truly
made him a star. Cream's music was a mix of blues, rock, and psychedelia,
and it featured some of Clapton's most iconic guitar solos. Clapton's
playing was both technically brilliant and emotionally expressive, and it
helped to set a new standard for guitar playing.

Another important figure in the British Invasion was Jimmy Page. Page was
the lead guitarist for Led Zeppelin, one of the most successful and
influential bands of all time. Page was a master of the guitar, and his
playing was characterized by its power and aggression. Page was also a
gifted songwriter, and he wrote some of Led Zeppelin's most memorable



songs, including "Stairway to Heaven" and "Kashmir." Page is considered
by many to be one of the greatest guitarists of all time, and his influence on
rock and roll cannot be overstated.

The American Response

The British Invasion had a major impact on American music. American
bands began to experiment with the new sounds coming from England, and
soon they were creating their own unique brand of rock and roll. One of the
most important American bands of this era was the Grateful Dead. The
Dead were a psychedelic rock band that was known for their long,
improvisational jams. The Grateful Dead's music was often complex and
challenging, but it was also incredibly beautiful. The band's lead guitarist,
Jerry Garcia, was a master of improvisation, and his playing was
characterized by its fluidity and grace.

Another important American band of this era was the Allman Brothers
Band. The Allman Brothers were a Southern rock band that was known for
their twin guitar attack. The band's two lead guitarists, Duane Allman and
Dickey Betts, were both exceptional players, and their interplay was often
breathtaking. The Allman Brothers Band's music was a mix of blues, rock,
and country, and it helped to define the sound of Southern rock.

The Rise of Heavy Metal

In the early 1970s, a new subgenre of rock music emerged: heavy metal.
Heavy metal was characterized by its loud, distorted guitars, pounding
drums, and aggressive vocals. One of the most important heavy metal
bands of this era was Black Sabbath. Black Sabbath's music was dark and
menacing, and it helped to set a new standard for heavy metal. The band's



lead guitarist, Tony Iommi, was a master of the riff, and his playing was
both heavy and melodic.

Another important heavy metal band of this era was Led Zeppelin. Led
Zeppelin's music was more complex and ambitious than Black Sabbath's,
and it featured some of Jimmy Page's most iconic guitar solos. Led
Zeppelin is considered by many to be one of the greatest heavy metal
bands of all time, and their influence on the genre is undeniable.

The 1980s

The 1980s was a decade of change for the guitar. The rise of hair metal
bands like Van Halen and Mötley Crüe brought a new level of flash and
glamour to the instrument. These bands often played with a high level of
technical proficiency, and their solos were often dazzling displays of
virtuosity. Eddie Van Halen, the lead guitarist for Van Halen, was one of the
most influential guitarists of the era. Van Halen was a master of the tapping
technique, and his playing was characterized by its speed and accuracy.

The 1980s also saw the rise of alternative rock. Alternative rock bands like
R.E.M. and the Red Hot Chili Peppers played with a more raw and
emotional sound. These bands often eschewed traditional guitar solos in
favor of more atmospheric textures. The Red Hot Chili Peppers' lead
guitarist, John Frusciante, was one of the most innovative guitarists of the
era. Frusciante's playing was characterized by its use of unusual tunings
and extended techniques.

The 1990s

The 1990s was a time of experimentation for the guitar. Grunge bands like
Nirvana and Pearl Jam played with a raw and distorted sound. These



bands often used feedback and distortion to create a sense of unease. Kurt
Cobain, the lead guitarist for Nirvana, was one of the most influential
guitarists of the era. Cobain's playing was characterized by its simplicity
and aggression.

The 1990s also saw the rise of Britpop bands like Oasis and Blur. These
bands played with a more melodic sound than grunge bands. Their music
was often influenced by the Beatles and other classic rock bands.

The 2000s

The 2000s was a time of consolidation for the guitar. The instrument
continued to be used in a wide variety of genres, from rock and roll to
country to hip-hop. Some of the most important guitarists of this era include
John Mayer, Gary Clark Jr., and Joe Bonamassa. These guitarists are all
masters of their craft, and they have helped to keep the guitar relevant in
the 21st century.

The guitar is one of the most versatile and expressive instruments in the
world. It has been used to create some of the most memorable music in
history, and it shows no signs of slowing down. Guitar Tales 1969-2000 is a
must-read for any fan of guitar music. It is a fascinating and informative
look at one of the most important instruments in the world.
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