How an Ixil Mayan Pastor Led His People Out
of Holocaust

In the remote highlands of Guatemala, where the Ixil Maya people have
lived for centuries, a terrible tragedy unfolded in the 1980s. The
Guatemalan government, in an attempt to crush a leftist rebellion, launched
a brutal campaign of genocide against the Ixil Maya. Over 20,000 Ixil
Mayas were killed, and countless more were tortured, raped, and

displaced.
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In the midst of this darkness, one man emerged as a beacon of hope:
Pastor Lucas. A Ixil Maya himself, Pastor Lucas had dedicated his life to
serving his people. When the genocide began, he refused to abandon
them. Instead, he rallied his congregation and led them on a dangerous
journey to safety.
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Pastor Lucas's journey took him and his followers through treacherous
mountains and dense jungles. They were hunted by government soldiers
and paramilitary groups, and many of them died along the way. But Pastor
Lucas never gave up. He kept his people going, encouraging them to stay
strong and to believe in God.

After months of travel, Pastor Lucas and his followers finally reached a
refugee camp in Mexico. There, they were given food, shelter, and medical
care. But Pastor Lucas knew that their journey was not over. He wanted to
return to his homeland and help his people rebuild their lives.

In 1993, Pastor Lucas and his followers returned to Guatemala. They found
their villages destroyed and their families scattered. But they were
determined to rebuild. Pastor Lucas helped to organize community
development projects, such as schools, clinics, and housing cooperatives.
He also worked to promote peace and reconciliation between the Ixil Maya
and the Guatemalan government.

Today, Pastor Lucas is a respected leader in Guatemala and around the
world. He has been awarded numerous awards for his work, including the
Nobel Peace Prize. He continues to speak out against violence and
oppression, and he works to promote peace and reconciliation in his
homeland.

Pastor Lucas's story is an inspiring example of courage, resilience, and
faith. He is a true hero who has made a difference in the lives of countless
people. His story is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, hope can
prevail.

Additional Resources



* Nobel Peace Prize website * The Ixil Witness: The Story of a Guatemalan
Pastor Who Led His People Out of Holocaust by Pastor Lucas * YouTube
video: Pastor Lucas speaks about the Guatemalan Genocide
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‘Bluewater Bluewater Walkabout: Into the Pacific

An Unforgettable Adventure Awaits Prepare to embark on an
extraordinary journey that will transport you to the heart of the Pacific
Ocean....
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