
King Chongjo: An Enlightened Despot in Early
Modern Korea
King Chongjo (1752-1800) was the twenty-second ruler of the Joseon
dynasty of Korea. He is widely regarded as one of the most enlightened
and progressive rulers in Korean history. During his reign, he implemented
a number of important reforms that helped to modernize and strengthen the
country.

Early Life and Education

Chongjo was born in 1752 to King Yeongjo and his concubine, Lady Hong.
He was a bright and inquisitive child, and he quickly mastered the
Confucian classics. In 1762, at the age of ten, he was appointed Crown
Prince.
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Chongjo's education was heavily influenced by the teachings of the Silhak
school of thought. Silhak scholars advocated for the adoption of Western

FREE

https://paperback.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkhrM3lBTjdDckpVaVwvVGRCVnFwdzE2cUtkcFBwckRhRHRXUnZhc3ZBNkREaHVDclFYM202bldzVE13QkpGdWFDcHM0ckhZa0FPb0dmWDJoQ201K0t1eDhqVXJqRE90V1l5ZXpwbWZMbHRQK1F5NW5DRmNIUG0yaHh1Q0ZpbHB3WDk1azdzTlZld2owRkpJWHVMUHAzcWpVek5wYWtmbTBXWlo1TXFLcllMMVR6SHoxMysxc0xtemw0M1JQcGtHeSsiLCJpdiI6IjJhNWQ4NWVjNGMyZjRlNjg0NThkN2MxY2MyN2FiMjBhIiwicyI6IjNhNjhlZTEyZWMwYTdkYTAifQ%3D%3D
https://paperback.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImhYZ3RjOHNTTHBsVGlTamhGTFVkV2x3Vm5VNE1KYmxkSUhScUJEcjNiaHNPd1VQZk5mdnpFcVBjXC9pbUExcmY2MGJnMERBaTh2RjlwQkpOdjU5bmJqRTVBRW9Ia05WOUFlUlAyZGRwV2tmVTV0YmxYeFF5VWhIY05yM3BzSFFyNWtKaVRzdUcwYk12QXNFXC9pb0s3YjM3c3RoVkxrcnZLSFFpVDk3ZWJ4aDR3S29KSndZU21uVlk4TUp0ajl3SFdYIiwiaXYiOiI1Y2YxZTIwMGQ3ZWQwYjY5ZTg2YTk1YjJlMDIyNzlhMSIsInMiOiIwOTQ0Mjc1YjBmYjYyY2VlIn0%3D
https://paperback.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ilk3amZDWUJDaDloVWU0NkFNdEhHWkFTcjB5cUFTbm13N09KMm82VEpza2pzNWdiVzJTejMxXC8zclRONHBwb056TVp2WTdJdDJya3JvN2NBZ1wvYVJYeDZoZlJselFhUnFaT2RVXC9rZVUrUG1POTJybnVkeitMdDZZdzYyaTFlTU1DQ1BieUZuSDVXRVBIXC9zT1MyVHUxZVVUTDZ6RGgwNGkydFo5MmlXc2lIbVJIODhCcDFxZ3krbVFwc2pSb3NPNDMiLCJpdiI6IjllNTg4ZGM3MWJjZDdhOWRkNDM0NDk0NzVkYjkwOTk3IiwicyI6IjUwM2I4Y2UwMmU3NzcyNzMifQ%3D%3D


science and technology to strengthen Korea. Chongjo was particularly
interested in astronomy, mathematics, and military science.

Reign

Chongjo ascended to the throne in 1776, at the age of twenty-four. He
quickly set about implementing a number of reforms to improve the lives of
his people.

One of Chongjo's most important reforms was the establishment of the
Kyujanggak, a royal library and research institute. The Kyujanggak was one
of the largest and most comprehensive libraries in East Asia. It housed a
vast collection of books on a wide range of subjects, including history,
philosophy, literature, and science.

Chongjo also reformed the civil service examination system. Under the old
system, only members of the yangban class were eligible to take the
exams. Chongjo opened up the exams to all classes, regardless of their
social status. This reform helped to create a more meritocratic society.

In addition to his reforms, Chongjo also patronized the arts and sciences.
He supported the work of scholars, artists, and musicians. He also
commissioned the construction of several important buildings, including the
Gyeongbokgung Palace and the Changdeokgung Palace.

Legacy

King Chongjo is remembered as one of the most enlightened and
progressive rulers in Korean history. His reforms helped to modernize and
strengthen the country. He also patronized the arts and sciences, and he
left a lasting legacy of cultural achievements.



Chongjo's reign is considered to be a golden age in Korean history. He was
a wise and benevolent ruler who cared deeply for his people. He left a
lasting legacy that continues to inspire Koreans today.
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The Kyujanggak Royal Library, founded by King Chongjo.
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