
Learn How To Draw Hair For Anime And
Manga Characters
Drawing hair for anime and manga characters can be a challenging but
rewarding task. With the right techniques, you can create realistic, dynamic,
and expressive hairstyles that bring your characters to life.
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In this guide, we will cover everything you need to know about drawing
anime and manga hair, from the basics of hair anatomy to advanced
techniques for creating different hairstyles.

Hair Anatomy

The first step to drawing realistic anime and manga hair is to understand
the basic anatomy of hair. Hair is made up of three main parts: the cuticle,
the cortex, and the medulla.

The cuticle is the outermost layer of hair. It is made up of scales that
overlap like shingles on a roof.
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The cortex is the middle layer of hair. It is made up of long, fibrous
proteins called keratin.

The medulla is the innermost layer of hair. It is made up of loose,
spongy cells.

The shape of hair is determined by the shape of the hair follicle. Hair
follicles can be round, oval, or flat. The shape of the hair follicle also
determines the direction of hair growth.
Drawing Basic Hair Shapes

Once you understand the basic anatomy of hair, you can start practicing
drawing basic hair shapes. The most common hair shapes are:

Round

Oval

Flat

Triangular

Heart-shaped

To draw a basic hair shape, start by drawing a circle or oval. Then, add a
few lines to indicate the direction of hair growth. Finally, add some detail to
the hair, such as highlights and shadows.

Drawing Different Hairstyles

Once you have mastered the basics of drawing hair, you can start
experimenting with different hairstyles. Some of the most popular anime
and manga hairstyles include:



Long, flowing hair

Short, spiky hair

Ponytails

Braids

Buns

To draw a specific hairstyle, start by sketching out the basic shape of the
hair. Then, add details such as highlights, shadows, and texture. You can
also use reference photos to help you create realistic hairstyles.
Coloring Hair

Coloring hair can be a great way to add personality to your anime and
manga characters. The most common hair colors for anime and manga
characters are black, brown, and blonde. However, you can also
experiment with other colors, such as red, green, and blue.

To color hair, start by choosing a base color. Then, add highlights and
shadows to create depth and dimension. You can also use different colors
to create different effects, such as ombre hair or dip-dyed hair.

Drawing hair for anime and manga characters can be a challenging but
rewarding task. With the right techniques, you can create realistic, dynamic,
and expressive hairstyles that bring your characters to life.

In this guide, we covered everything you need to know about drawing
anime and manga hair, from the basics of hair anatomy to advanced
techniques for creating different hairstyles. So what are you waiting for?
Grab a pencil and start practicing today!
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