
My Years Living and Working with the Dene of
the Northwest Territories
In the vast and unforgiving wilderness of the Northwest Territories, there
exists a vibrant and resilient Indigenous culture that has thrived for
centuries. The Dene people, whose ancestral lands span across the
subarctic and Arctic regions, have a deep connection to the land and a rich
history of hunting, trapping, fishing, and storytelling.
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For many years, I had the privilege of living and working alongside the
Dene people, immersing myself in their culture and traditions. From the
bustling communities of Yellowknife and Fort Smith to the remote outposts
of Łutselk'e and Wekweètì, I witnessed firsthand the challenges and
triumphs of Dene life.
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This book is a testament to the resilience, adaptability, and wisdom of the
Dene people. It is a celebration of their unique culture and a testament to
their enduring spirit. Through firsthand accounts, vivid descriptions, and
insightful analysis, I will take you on a journey into the heart of Dene
country, where you will encounter a world that is both familiar and utterly
foreign.

Chapter 1: The Land and the People

The Northwest Territories is a land of extremes, where vast forests meet
frozen tundra and where the sun never fully sets in summer or rises in
winter. The Dene people have adapted to this harsh environment over
centuries, developing a deep understanding of the land and its resources.

In this chapter, I will introduce you to the Dene people and their traditional
territory. You will learn about their history, their culture, and their
relationship with the land. I will also discuss the challenges facing the Dene
today, including climate change, resource development, and the legacy of
colonialism.

Chapter 2: Hunting, Trapping, and Fishing

For the Dene people, hunting, trapping, and fishing are not just livelihoods;
they are ways of life. These activities provide sustenance, clothing, and
shelter, and they are deeply intertwined with Dene culture and spirituality.

In this chapter, I will take you on a journey through the hunting, trapping,
and fishing seasons. You will learn about the techniques and strategies
used by the Dene people, and you will gain an appreciation for the skill and
knowledge required to survive in the wilderness.



Chapter 3: Storytelling and Community

Storytelling is an essential part of Dene culture. Stories are used to teach
history, pass on traditions, and entertain. They are also a way for the Dene
people to connect with each other and with the land.

In this chapter, I will share some of the stories that I have heard from the
Dene people. You will learn about their creation stories, their trickster tales,
and their stories of survival and resilience.

Chapter 4: The Future of the Dene

The Dene people are facing many challenges today, including climate
change, resource development, and the legacy of colonialism. However,
they are also a resilient and adaptable people, and they are determined to
preserve their culture and way of life.

In this chapter, I will discuss the future of the Dene people. I will explore the
challenges they face and the opportunities they have. I will also share my
thoughts on how we can all help to support the Dene people and their
culture.

My years living and working with the Dene people have been some of the
most rewarding of my life. I have learned so much from them, and I am
honored to share their stories with you. I hope that this book will give you a
deeper understanding of the Dene people and their culture, and that it will
inspire you to learn more about Indigenous peoples around the world.

Thank you for reading.

Sincerely,



[Your Name]
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Bluewater Walkabout: Into the Pacific
An Unforgettable Adventure Awaits Prepare to embark on an
extraordinary journey that will transport you to the heart of the Pacific
Ocean....
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