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The Man Behind the Leafs

Conn Smythe was a larger-than-life figure who left an indelible mark on the
world of hockey. As the owner and general manager of the Toronto Maple
Leafs for nearly three decades, he transformed the team into one of the
most successful and iconic franchises in professional sports.
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But Smythe was more than just a hockey executive. He was also a war
hero, a decorated soldier who fought bravely in World War I. He was a
successful businessman, who built a fortune in mining and real estate. And
he was a visionary who played a key role in the development of the
National Hockey League.

A Complex and Controversial Figure

Smythe was a complex and often controversial figure. He was a brilliant
strategist and a gifted motivator, but he could also be ruthless and
unforgiving. He was a staunch believer in the importance of discipline and
hard work, but he was also known for his temper and his willingness to
bend the rules.

Smythe's complex personality makes him a fascinating subject for a
biography. In The Lives of Conn Smythe, James Duplacey paints a vivid
portrait of this legendary hockey pioneer, exploring his triumphs, his
challenges, and his lasting legacy.

A Must-Read for Hockey Fans

The Lives of Conn Smythe is a must-read for any fan of hockey history.
Duplacey's engaging writing and meticulously researched account bring
Smythe's story to life, providing a unique and fascinating glimpse into the
life of one of the most influential figures in the game.

Whether you're a lifelong Maple Leafs fan or simply an admirer of great
leadership, The Lives of Conn Smythe is a book that you won't want to
miss.

Reviews



“The Lives of Conn Smythe is a masterful biography of a legendary hockey
figure. Duplacey's writing is both insightful and engaging, and he does a
superb job of capturing Smythe's complex personality and his immense
impact on the game of hockey.” - Bob McKenzie, TSN hockey analyst

“Conn Smythe was a giant of the hockey world, and James Duplacey has
done him justice with this comprehensive and well-written biography. The
Lives of Conn Smythe is a must-read for any fan of hockey history.” - Eric
Duhatschek, The Athletic

“James Duplacey has written a fascinating and definitive biography of Conn
Smythe. The Lives of Conn Smythe is a must-read for any hockey fan who
wants to understand the history of the game and the man who helped to
shape it.” - Roy MacGregor, The Globe and Mail
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