
Why Native Americans Got Pushed to the Very
Front: A Historical and Cultural Exploration
****

The history of Native Americans in the United States is a complex and often
tragic one. From the first contact with European settlers to the present day,
Native Americans have faced a relentless tide of discrimination,
oppression, and violence. One of the most visible manifestations of this
oppression has been the forced relocation of Native Americans to
reservations, a policy that has had a devastating impact on their
communities and cultures.
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In this article, we will explore the history of Indian reservations in the United
States, from their origins in the 19th century to their continued existence
today. We will also examine the impact of reservations on Native American
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communities and cultures, and we will discuss the ongoing debate over
their future.

**The Origins of Indian Reservations**

The creation of Indian reservations in the United States began in the 19th
century, as the United States government sought to control the expansion
of Native American tribes and to acquire their land. The first reservations
were established in the 1830s, as part of the Indian Removal Act, which
forced thousands of Native Americans to relocate from their traditional
homelands to reservations west of the Mississippi River.

Over the next several decades, the United States government continued to
establish reservations, often through treaties with Native American tribes.
These treaties typically ceded large amounts of land to the United States,
in exchange for the establishment of a reservation where the tribe would be
allowed to live.

By the late 19th century, there were over 300 Indian reservations in the
United States, home to over 250,000 Native Americans. Reservations were
typically located in remote and arid regions, far from the centers of white
settlement. This isolation made it difficult for Native Americans to access
education, healthcare, and other essential services.

**The Impact of Reservations on Native American Communities**

The establishment of Indian reservations had a devastating impact on
Native American communities. The forced relocation from their traditional
homelands disrupted their cultures and way of life. Many Native Americans
died from diseases or starvation during the journey to reservations, and



those who survived often faced harsh conditions and poverty on the
reservations.

Reservations also undermined Native American sovereignty. The United
States government exerted control over reservations through a system of
Indian agents, who were appointed to oversee the tribes. Indian agents
often abused their authority, and they often implemented policies that were
detrimental to the tribes.

In addition, the establishment of reservations led to the loss of vast
amounts of Native American land. By the early 20th century, Native
Americans had lost over 90% of their original landholdings. This loss of
land had a devastating impact on Native American economies and cultures.

**The Ongoing Debate over the Future of Reservations**

The debate over the future of Indian reservations continues to this day.
Some Native American leaders argue that reservations are essential to the
preservation of their cultures and sovereignty. Others argue that
reservations are a form of oppression, and that they should be abolished.

There are a number of different proposals for the future of reservations.
Some have proposed that reservations should be given more autonomy,
while others have proposed that they should be abolished and that Native
Americans should be fully integrated into American society.

The debate over the future of reservations is a complex one, with no easy
answers. However, it is important to remember that Indian reservations are
home to hundreds of thousands of Native Americans, and that any decision
about their future must be made with their input and consent.



****

The history of Indian reservations in the United States is a complex and
tragic one. Reservations have had a devastating impact on Native
American communities and cultures, and they continue to be a source of
debate today. However, it is important to remember that reservations are
home to hundreds of thousands of Native Americans, and that any decision
about their future must be made with their input and consent.
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